
 

Potomac Valley Chapter – NARGS Calendar 
Fall-Winter 2025-2026 

 
Sunday September 21 @1:30 pm, Panayoti Kelaidis, Director of Outreach, Denver Botanic Gardens.   
East Meets West: How can they Meet in the Mid-Atlantic Rock Garden 
US National Arboretum Classroom, 3501 New York Ave., Washington, DC 20002. Use New York Ave or R 
Street Gate entrance.  
 
I yearn to grow Trailing arbutus and eastern trilliums in my sunny garden with a pH of 8 in Denver. And 
many gardeners in the Mid-AtlanUc despair of growing Western penstemons and high alpine 
plants. There are excepUons to everything: Pacific Northwestern Camassia quamash grows beXer almost 
anywhere in the Eastern US than in it does for me in Denver. I have seen no end of spectacularly grown 
Western alpines in Wappinger Falls, New York, and in Elisabeth Zander’s stunning ConnecUcut garden. 
Let’s visit a few gardens and wild habitats that might give you a glimpse of strategies you can employ to 
succeed with western wildflowers in your Mid- AtlanUc garden.  

 
PanayoJ Kelaidis is a plant explorer, gardener, designer and currently the 
Director of Outreach at the Denver Botanic Gardens (DBG), where he 
began his career in 1980 as the curator of the Rock Alpine Garden. He has 
introduced hundreds of plants to culUvaUon from the Southwest, and also 
South Africa and Eurasia--many marketed by Plant Select 
hXps://plantselect.org/ which he helped found. He has designed planUngs 
for DBG and public and private gardens throughout Colorado. His private 
garden has been featured many Umes by the Garden Conservancy, where 
he serves as Rocky Mountain ambassador. 
 
Note to members: Please let me know if you’re available on Monday 
9/22 and interested in showing PK and his partner gardens in our area. 

Thank you.  sa.strickler@verizon.net 
 
 
Sunday, October 12th @ 2pm, Julia Corden, NARGS Traveling Speaker  
Gardens of England and Scotland 
McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingelside Ave., McLean, VA 22101 
 
Julia's talk draws on her extensive experience with both public and private gardens in both countries: In 
Scotland they include, Branklyn, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh and Explorers Garden in Pitlochry, 
where Julia was Manager for 18 years, as well as many of the amazing private gardens culUvated by 
members of the Scohsh Rock Garden Club. The English gardens she will discuss include RHS Wisley, the 
newly built gardens at Kneppp Castle, the redevelopment of West Dean, (each featuring sand and gravel 
gardens), and the newish dry garden at Sissinghurst. Come and enjoy Julia’s enthusiasm for horUculture, 
especially alpine and rock garden plants. 
 



Julia Corden trained in horticulture at Royal Horticultural Society Wisley 
and Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh. She has judged at the Chelsea 
Flower Show and served on RHS Committees. A past president of the 
Scottish rock Garden Club, Julia is also a freelance botanical tour guide for 
Brightwater Holidays.  She has led tours to Switzerland, Greece, Costa 
Rica, Chile, South Africa, Japan and New Zealand, as well as guided trips 
for the Alpine Garden Society, Scottish Rock Garden Club and the Royal 
Horticulture Society.  
Note to members: If you’re interested in joining Judy Zatsick and Julia on 
a tour of Glenstone Museum grounds https://www.glenstone.org/ 
at 10am on Sunday, Oct. 12th, let Judy know.  Judyzatsick@gmail.com 

Space for 10 on first come first serve basis.   
 
Saturday, October 18th, @10 am Fall Plant Exchange at the home of Blair Long and Trinh Pham, 6803 
Pineway, University Park, MD 20782.  
Parking: After dropping off plants, be sure to park on the opposite side of the street from the house.  
Jim Hughes will open his garden (6909 Pineway) for visitors afterwards. Thank you, Blair and Jim!  
 
November, Date and Place TBD, Members’ Meeting— Members Share Images of their Gardens and 
Travels  
 
Winter 2025-26 
Tour of the US National Arboretum Herbarium. Details to Come.  
 
PVC NARGS: pvc-nargs.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


