(Sumac at the US Botanic Garden; photo; S Strickler)

PVC- NARGS Calendar of Events
Spring 2024

Sunday, March 17 at 1:00 pm, US National Arboretum classroom -- “Construction
of Rock Garden with Plants for the Mid-Atlantic” — Paul Spriggs, co-author of The
Crevice Garden

Tuesday, April 2 at 7:00 pm via Zoom: “Progression of a Rock Gardener “—
Member, Jim Hughes, shows us the construction of two new rock gardens he
recently developed in his garden.

Saturday, May 18 Green Spring Garden Fair Think about what plants you can
share to sell at PVC’s booth. Woodland, bog, rock garden or xeric plants are
welcome!

Saturday, May 25 at 10 am, PVC-NARGS Spring Plant Exchange at the home of
Steve Branch and Wade Kness in Beltsville, Maryland

Saturday, June 8 at 9:30 am Open Gardens in University Park, Maryland. Garden
1: Karen Sondak & Joel Floyd; Garden 2: C. Blair Long & Trinh Pham; Garden 3: Jim
Hughes and Willie Harley.*** See the descriptions of all three gardens below the
“President’s Message” We are in for a treat! More details to come.




President’s Message

Greetings Everyone,

Happy Lunar New Year! which falls on February 10" This year is the year of the
Wood Dragon. Green is the Wood Dragon’s lucky color and stands for nature,
growth, prosperity, health, and harmony. According to Feng Shui beliefs, wearing
green can be a way to attract positive vibes and good luck in 2024!

PVC-NARGS has a lot to look forward to in the coming year with a full
calendar of activities and events. At this time of year, when garden work is
minimal, we plan for the future. Many of us have been starting seeds we
purchased from NARGS and several of us participated in a fantastic seed
workshop led by James Hughes and Sarah Strickler (standing in for Judy Zatsick,
who, unfortunately, was ill.) on January 27. Also, many of us are planning what to
plant in the hypertufa containers created at the Fall workshop so that we may sell
them at the May 18th Green Spring Gardens plant sale.

I’m happy to report that we have found a location for us to conduct the
NARGS Surplus Seed Exchange in Beltsville at the home of Steve Branch and
Wade Kness. Thank you for your generosity! Now we will be asking for
volunteers to help fill the orders. Please stay tuned for our request for volunteers.
The Surplus Seed Exchange takes place primarily in the first couple of weeks in
March.

Lastly, I’d like to share with you Bob Faden’s note of what was blooming on
New Year’s Day in his Alexandria, VA, home garden, and the neighboring YMCA
and Simpson Park gardens. It's been a PVC-NARGS tradition to report on New
Year’s Day blooms. Thank you, Bob, for keeping the tradition going! And Judy
Zatsick for observing it as well!

Barbara

From Bob Faden, January 3, 2024

Plants flowering in the contiguous Alexandria gardens (the Fadens’ home gardens
(F)+ YMCA beds (Y) + Simpson Park gardens(S)), Alexandria, VA, on 1st January
2024

Aster sp, (small, hairy leaves; small white flowers; 1 plant onY)



Camellia ‘Winter’s Star’ (F)

Camellia ‘Snow Flurry’ (Y)

Chrysanthemum (single, pinkish purple) (S)
Erica X darleyensis ‘Furzey’ (S)

Erica X darleyensis ‘Mediterranean Pink’ (S)
Galanthus elwesii var. elwesii (F)
Galanthus elwesii var monostictus (F, Y)
Helleborus niger ‘HCGJacob’ (F)

Jasminum nudiflorum (S)

Mahonia x media ‘Charity’ (Y)

Mahonia x media ‘Winter Sun’ (Y)
Rosmarinus officinali

Sarcococca orientalis (F)

This year’s list is very similar to last year’s with no real surprises or

omissions. Our prolonged drought and absence of a sustained warm

period during December undoubtedly contributed to some fall-flowering
species, e.g. other camellias, failing to flower or not continuing flowering

into 2024. The same conditions have also delayed flowering of some
winter-flowering shrubs, such as Jasminum x purpusii ‘Winter Beauty’.

Local siting can also be a factor. For example, the Winter Jasmine plants

in Simpson Park are always in flower on January 1 whereas the plantin our

back yard never has open flowers on that date. Similarly, our placing a

shrub of Fragrant Wintersweet (Chimonanthus praecox) on the North side

of the YMCA building ensures that it never is in flower on the first day of the
year. | expect that a plant sited more in the open would be flowering by now. As
for the unnamed aster plant, its base is in a small shrub that was weed-whacked
but not demolished by the YMCA. | suspect there must have been a lot more aster
plants that were not so lucky.

Bob Faden

From Judy Zatsick, New Year’s Day 2024
Chaemonanthus praecox

Cyclamen coum
Eranthis hyemalis, earliest ever for me!



Helleborus niger (pictured left)
' Jasminum nudiflorum

***Three Open Gardens in University Park, MD

Three gardens will be open in Jim Hughes’s University Park neighborhood on
Saturday, June 8th. Below are brief descriptions of each garden.

From Jim Hughes:

In 1995, when | started
my % acre garden at 6909
Pineway, the property was
mostly shade and the
predominant plants were
weedy grass, English ivy,
azaleas, and poison ivy.
Now my garden includes
hundreds of taxa in sun,
part sun, and shade, three
rock garden areas, a deer
fence, improved drainage, o > L
amended soil, a cold frame, an annually replenlshed compost plle a moon gate,
two 19'" century stone troughs from Volvic, France, and more than 20 bonsai in
training for over 25 years. Very little grass remains. Two of my rock garden areas
were created in the fall last year. In October the hillside area was planted. The
lava rock garden area behind the house will be newly planted this spring. Come
and see how they are doing in their first year!




From Blair Long:

As a boy, my love of gardening was
sparked by my grandfather, who would
grab us grandkids ice cream and take us
on springtime drives to look at the
azaleas and camellias blooming in
historic University Park - a
neighborhood that some forty years
later my family and | would settle into
on Christmas Day 2021. Much of our
short time here has been spent
amending soil, editing/rehabbing
existing shrubs and perennials, and
adding over a hundred plants that bring
me fond memories of the people and
places that have shaped me as a

gardener and a person. | look forward to sharing my newly minted garden with

you and to growing new friendships.

From Karen Sondak:

(First photo: “Before”; second photo “After.”

We took ownership of our brick craftsman bungalow on Pineway in 2001; the
property was vacant for seven years and we bought it “as is” after a contentious
bidding war. The yard was pretty bare with the exceptlon of the mature trees and

one pink azalea. We have since planted
a few more trees such as dogwoods,
Cornus sp.; red buds, Cercis canadensis;
Star magnolia, Magnolia stellata; Brown
turkey fig, Ficus carica, and a Virginia
fringe tree, Chionanathus virginicus.
Because of all the large trees our yard is
mostly deep shade. Upon owning the
house, we had many inside renovations
that were essential to making it livable.




Likewise, the yard was in desperate need of soil amendment, which we continue
to add to the garden yearly.

Early in the garden renovation | wanted plants | had grown up with in
upstate New York and had while living in the arid west the previous 20 plus years.
These plants were mostly non-native showy plants. Over the last five years or so |
have been
. replacing plants
" . with native
'_ perennials, but
this is a slow
i process. My
idea was to
® divide up the

| yard into zones
| or rooms of a
sort. To this end
we have an herb
‘ : garden, patio,
e St S NESCIE e perennial
border, rain garden/shady lawn, driveway strip, and front lawn/shrub area.
Additionally, | take the street curb boxes and plant tulips in the spring and do a
mixed border in the summer. Throughout the garden are mosaics-- from the large
bench that delineates the rain garden to smaller pieces distributed about. The
pathways in the shady lawn area are inlaid with stones to massage the bottoms of
your feet.

We also have over 350 plants in pots, mostly tropicals, succulents and cacti
that reside in our basement and sunroom during the colder times of the year.
The care and growing regime is mostly organic with no synthetic pesticides ever
used. The exception is occasionally feeding the potted plants with Miracle Gro.

As the garden continues to evolve, | will continue to emphasize native
plants.

PVC DUES are $15 per year. Pay online with PayPal or a credit card here:
www.pvc-nargs.org Or, please send a check payable to PVC-NARGS to treasurer
Margot Ellis, 2417 N Taylor St., Arlington, VA 22207

Editor’s note: All photographs are by the article authors unless otherwise noted.
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